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5. Febr. 1653. 
Ordcred by the ſaid Commiſsjioners that this De- 5 
clarati0n ax« Reſolution of the 8 of Tanuary , con- 
the Survey, c.be forthwith Printed And 
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= ( dated the 19 of December, r651 ) > 

bo.» for the Morerhly Aſſeſſments there. 

S. &F Upon their Reſolution of a generall } 
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Febr. 5. TI651. 
The Declaration of the Commiſſioners for the Monthly Aſſeſſ: far 
ments within the Countie of Terk, pon thar Reſe 8.4 2 
a generall ns 


oo EE Hereas the great and many exi- | 
C Sn gencies of the Commonwealth, 
and of this Countie eminently 
above any other, have neceſlita- 
ted the leyying of heavy ſumms 
of money from the Inhabirants 
of the ſame, which in the heat 
and turmoil of Warre could not 
equally and juſtly be Aſſeſſed upon particulars ; the 
Wildom and Juftice of Parl:ament, and thoſe 1mployed 
under them, being full-handed in the neceſſary ſup 
port of the Filence and Foundation of our Freedoms, 
whereby 1 it fell out that many poor Townſhips and 
| Perſons lay under grievous and unjuſt burthens, as 
by their Petitions ro the Parliament, their Complaints 
to Us the Commitlioners, and ts the Seflions of the 
Peace , we have had very Senſible Demonſtrations. 
Out of tender ſenſe-whereof,. the Parl:ament ( there 
being the ſame grief thorowour the Nation ) did 'by 
their A& of the 25 of March 1649, as much as in them 
lay;/provide a remedy for the gyod and ea le of all,a 


Jury _Y an equal! Survey: ſhould. be had of dic 
: A 2 'riie 
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craevaluevf all Townlhips, &c. which juſt proviſi- 
on of theits was fruſtrated of its hoped end, by the ne- 
ceffary ' attendance of all in Power upon things of 
more preſſing and weighty concernment. 

But it having now. pleaſed God to cnd our Buſi- 
neſſe, and repayed all our Taxes wich Intereſt, in ſub- 
duing our pon, and Domeſtique Enemies, and 


given us a happy lei{ureto rc our Dutie,to the re- 


dreſſe of every.wrong'/, and (as much as in every one 
of us lies, with whom the Power1s1ntruſted!)i to per- 
fe&a juſt diſtribution of our remaining Burdens, to 
the ca(c of the opprefſed , we thought'it our dutic 
effeually to expedite a general Survey of this whole 
Countic, (norwithout 
able ſpirits, who, out ofupright aim to purchaſe the 


ticular oppection $)and having now re{olved-upon the 


F 


, 
, 


{ame,we.&o carncſtly deſire all men of upright intentt- _* 


ons, to-contribure their endeavours to the forwardin 


y thanks to thoſe peace». 


of this ſogood aWork; and though perhaps them- h 


{elves draw more of the Charge, that they. would con- 


fider chatit is juſt and that weare not now under a ' 
 Lyrannie, but a Commonwealth, wherein Fellow- 


Mcmberſhips and co-ordination to the Body make all 
unequal] diſtnbution of Burden or nouriſhment aDiſ- 
caſe, And how neceffary a Work this is, we belceve no 


rationall man can doubt, when he confiders that Ty- 


rannic & King ſhip wete not things perlonall, but thar 
there was : eacanice and concatenation of Tyrants 
mower the whole Nation , whereby the Burdens of 
Warre» and Peace were unequally ſupported , the 


| 


Mangors of Courtiers, demain Lands, Forrelſts, 
Parks, Warrens, Tythes, Biſhops Lands, with the 
-Wholc cadowment of Church and Court, cither cx- 


empt 
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empt from-a]l publike contributions, or aſſeſſed in 
that difproportion, as is not iow (uitable for England 
Free. And though perhaps ſome of our ſelves may 
have ſucceeded into the benefit of the old uncquall 
Dftribution, yer God having owned publike Þrin- 
ciples of impartiall juſtice, we willingly do, and de- 
fice al] men of Eſtate to aſpire no higher then aFellow- 
Commonerſhip in the Nation, and in that great Prin- 
ciple of imparriall juſticero drown all ſelfiſh Pedling 
Mer unproportionable ealment. 

It muſt needs be confidered, that our ancient Rates 
( though perhaps ſhaped formerly with the moſt 
cayen hand in thoſe farre diſtant times) cannot now 
Juſtly anſwer the various growth, and decay of Eſtates, 
which hath, and do every'age happen ; the Incloſing 
of Arable, the improvement of Waſte, the tranſlaci. 
cnof Trade, are things that dopalpably advance che 
worth of Eſtates fourtold to their origimall 1mploy- 
ments ; and certarhly m this viciflitude of wealth , it 


and adapt rhe Burdens of the Countrey tothe ſtrength 
and abilities of thoſe amongſt whom they are appor- 
tioned : add toall this, that by publike Aﬀs of State 
many Townſhips, and of great value, have been ſe- 
parate from the Countie, many overflown by the 
'Sea, the names onely remaining ; and therefore we 
cannot without maniteſt injury and failer of our 
Truſt,acquiclce in theſe wilfull oppreflions. 

| Its very true, that it was che wiſdome of our Fore- 
fathers to hide the wealth of the Nation, and hinder 
( as much as in them. lay, ) a true eſtimate of mens 
Eſtates; but thar prudence of theirs had its eye on 
the rapacious diſpoſition of our former Kings, whoſe 
' Luſt arid Covetoulneſſe had no ſtop or bottom, bur 
B | the 


1s juſt, and requirtd at our hand to follow the ſhoale,' 
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the Subjed&s poverty or ſlavery, when fained;Wart, 
and the publike defence of the Nation were onely 
Stales to extort money, to maintain the pride of the 
Court, licentious Fayourites, or Forraign Intereſt : 
But the great and good wildome of God hath provi- 
ded better things for us ;' we are now all of one. Fa- 
mily, Fathers and Sonns, Maſters and Servants, Ru- 
lers and Subjes by turns, and _ one- mutuall knows- 
ledg of cach others wealth will be our mutual joy;our 
Laws having bound every man in his poſſefiion with 
a Band of Iron, till his own neceflitics, juſt defence 
and conſent by thoſe he imploys, commands any part 
of it from him. And fer that much objeted diſtur- 
bance of the Peace, by interruption of the old wayes 
of Aſſeſſments , which this juſt Survey is ſurmiſed will 
. bring, that if any Force would have been <qually pre- 
valent to have kept in poſſeſſion the old Owners of 
Kings, Biſhops, Deans Lands, with Forreft , and ri- 
.vetted us in a perpetuity of injuſtice : But the health 
and well proportioned Eſtare of. rhe Body of the 
Countie, is worth ſome ſmall concuſſion , and when 
ever it doth happen, we aſſure our ſelves ir will 
proceed from corrupt perſons, ſeeking their private 
wealzh and caſc out of their neighbours oppreſſion, 
whom to meet withall and defeat, is worth the pains 
of the Magiſtracy, and it 18 a Conſideration that doth 
the more incourage us in the vigorous proſecution of 
rhis eſtimate ; we do therefore juſtly expe&, thac 
theſe Childiſh affrightments, and emprie jealouſies, 
wherewith the prudent proviſions of the Stare, ro the 
juſt management of our preſent and future Taxati- 
ons, have been by many unwarily entertained, ſhould 
now vaniſh, and men of Pretence, either to know- 
ledge, juſtice, or good attetion to the State , ſhould 

cheerfully 


(7) 
age Co aſſiſt and promote the executing of theſe 


their Commands. - Roan) 011 6 
aſtly, as tothe Perſons whom we have. defired to 
Manage this Work, they arc ( in our cſtcem and 
hope } of that integrity ang due temper, that we be= 
leeve the Countrey will not, have, any juſt cauſe to 
repent of being weighed in their B lance ;.and { peci 
all care is by ustaken, .,and ſhall? com, time to tithe, 


- 


during the Work, to circumſtantiars and dire(t chem 
in the juſt proceed of cheir Office. 2 cate 


And wee doe Declare, - that, in this Survey, 
to bee taken, wee ſhall not. prie into the perſa- 


nall Eſtates of Money , Stock, or other Goods, 
or endeavour to underſtand and value Myſterious 
Trading, but paſſe them by, as fleeting and un- 
certain, and wiſh them good ſpeed : our preſent en« 
deavours are onely aimedat the certain knowledge 
of the true pound Rent of the Countie, whereby the 
oreat diſturbance,difterences and diſputes, which have 
many years fild us with clamours, and inextrica- 
ble ' Difficulties; ( without this univerſall remedy ) 
may now all beended, andevery man may in peace 
accept of his juſt burden. 

And now, if this buſineſſe proſper not, which we 
again commend to every mans care, be the fault up- 
on thole who in theſe times of Publike neceſlitie, 
unjuſtly hide and ſubſtrat their Eſtates from co- 
partnerſhip in the publike Charges; whom ( who- 
ever it be ) we would haye affured, thatic is in our 
eltecm, a Crime, ſo farre as itextends, little better 
then deteſtable Neutralitie, | 


By 


A (t'8)) 
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bas 1:95ft 100 ai) 1m York. . 11) // TY, 
Fs putt ances of TH A@ of Farllintnn for pn 
ths AAOCnaRtS jt is Ordered and'appoinced, 


thatt 26 entf ple Nxiies are here underwrite 
ED Ok ori OP buittie of Tork/; according 't to 
the APIs Metting , and's appear ar'the 
os Hall at T#& upotr the'tifth-day of Febiaury 
mY F Fri Of the Clock in the forenoon; to take In- 

7 for theit Proceedings regularly rhercin; and 
ea they are riot ro fiil * and” the Agent is to give 


them. tiine ER Dated 8. January, 'x6 __ 
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92..2: 1:1 161Charles Fenwich, Hom Hothais, 
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: = The names of che Sureqors Wy 
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OY the Worth, Ridis Re 
M. Ralph vel a M. John Pibus of Thirs " Robert Mct- 
calf of Sowerby under Corcliff, 'M:Roberr Eolthuſt of Kirk- 


Leattum. M. Matth.Langdale of Skeeby. 
For the "_ - Riding, 


M. John Hearon of Beverly. M. Fo8. Duncalf of Twyers. 
M. Marmaduke Pricket of Allerthorp?* M. William Rowsby 
of C ——_ Fipe. 


